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THE CHIEF JUSTICES

1. The Hon. Sir William  
Buell Richards, Kt. 

 Sept. 30, 1875 – Jan. 10, 1879

2. The Hon. Sir William  Johnstone 
Ritchie, Kt. 

Jan. 11, 1879 – Sept. 25, 1892

3. The Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel  
 Henry Strong, P.C., Kt. 

 Dec. 13, 1892 – Nov. 18, 1902

4. The Rt. Hon. Sir Henri-Elzéar  
Taschereau, P.C., Kt. 

 Nov. 21, 1902 – May 2, 1906

5. The Rt. Hon. Sir Charles  
Fitzpatrick, P.C., G.C.M.G. 

 June 4, 1906 – Oct. 21, 1918

6. The Rt. Hon. Sir Louis  
Henry  Davies, P.C., K.C.M.G. 
 Oct. 23, 1918 – May 1, 1924

7. The Rt. Hon. Francis  Alexander 
Anglin, P.C. 

 Sept. 16, 1924 – Feb. 28, 1933

8. The Rt. Hon. Sir Lyman  
Poore Duff, P.C., G.C.M.G. 

 Mar. 17, 1933 – Jan. 7, 1944

9. The Rt. Hon. Thibaudeau  
Rinfret, P.C. 

 Jan. 8, 1944 – June 22, 1954

10. The Hon. Patrick Kerwin, P.C. 
 July 1, 1954 – Feb. 2, 1963

11. The Rt. Hon. Robert  Taschereau, 
P.C., C.C. 

 Apr. 22, 1963 – Sept. 1, 1967

12. The Rt. Hon. John Robert  
Cartwright, P.C., C.C., M.C. 

 Sept. 1, 1967 – Mar. 23, 1970
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13. The Rt. Hon. Joseph Honoré  
Gérald Fauteux, P.C., C.C. 

 Mar. 23, 1970 – Dec. 23, 1973

14. The Rt. Hon. Bora Laskin,  
 P.C., C.C. 

 Dec. 27, 1973 – Mar. 26, 1984

15. The Rt. Hon. Robert George  
Brian Dickson, P.C., C.C. 

 Apr. 18, 1984 – June 30, 1990

16. The Rt. Hon. Antonio Lamer,  P.C., 
C.C., C.D. 

 July 1, 1990 – Jan. 6, 2000

17. The Rt. Hon. Beverley  
McLachlin, P.C. 

Jan. 7, 2000
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THE PUISNE JUDGES

1	 Hon. William Johnstone Ritchie 
	 30-09-1875 — 11-01-1879*

2 	 Hon. Samuel Henry Strong 
	 30-09-1875 — 13-12-1892*

3 	 Hon. Jean-Thomas Taschereau 
	 30-09-1875 — 06-10-1878

4 	 Hon. Télesphore Fournier 
	 30-09-1875 — 12-09-1895

5 	 Hon. William Alexander Henry 
	 30-09-1875 — 03-05-1888

6	 Hon. Sir Henri-Elzéar Taschereau 
	 07-10-1878 — 21-11-1902*

7 	 Hon. John Wellington Gwynne 
	 14-01-1879 — 07-01-1902

8 	 Hon. Christopher Salmon Patterson 
	 27-10-1888 — 24-07-1893

9 	 Hon. Robert Sedgewick 
	 18-02-1893 — 04-08-1906

10 	 Hon. George Edwin King 
	 21-09-1893 — 08-05-1901

11 	 Hon. Désiré Girouard 
	 28-09-1895 — 22-03-1911

12 	 Hon. Sir Louis Henry Davies 
	 25-09-1901 — 23-10-1918*

13 	 Hon. David Mills 
	 08-02-1902 — 08-05-1903

14 	 Hon. John Douglas Armour 
	 21-11-1902 — 11-07-1903

15 Hon. Wallace Nesbitt 
	 16-05-1903 — 04-10-1905

16 	 Hon. Albert Clements Killam 
	 08-08-1903 — 06-02-1905

17 	 Hon. John Idington 
	 10-02-1905 — 31-03-1927

18 	 Hon. James Maclennan�  
	 05-10-1905 — 13-02-1909

19 	 Hon. Lyman Poore Duff 
	 27-09-1906 — 17-03-1933*

20	 Hon. Francis Alexander Anglin 
	 23-02-1909 — 16-09-1924*

21	 Hon. Louis-Philippe Brodeur 
	 11-08-1911 — 10-10-1923

22	 Hon. Pierre-Basile Mignault 
	 25-10-1918 — 30-09-1929

23	 Hon. Arthur Cyrille Albert Malouin 
	 30-01-1924 — 01-10-1924

24	 Hon. Edmund Leslie Newcombe		
	 16-09-1924 — 09-12-1931

25	 Hon. Thibaudeau Rinfret 
	 01-10-1924 — 08-01-1944*

26 	 Hon. John Henderson Lamont 
	 02-04-1927 — 10-03-1936

27 	 Hon. Robert Smith 
	 18-05-1927 — 07-12-1933

28	 Hon. Lawrence Arthur  
	 Dumoulin Cannon 
	 14-01-1930 — 25-12-1939

29	 Hon. Oswald Smith Crocket 
	 21-09-1932 — 13-04-1943

30	 Hon. Frank Joseph Hughes 
	 17-03-1933 — 13-02-1935

31	 Hon. Henry Hague Davis 
	 31-01-1935 — 30-06-1944

32	 Hon. Patrick Kerwin	  
	 20-07-1935 — 01-07-1954*

33 	 Hon. Albert Blellock Hudson 
	 24-03-1936 — 06-01-1947

34 	 Hon. Robert Taschereau 
	 09-02-1940 — 22-04-1963*

35 	 Hon. Ivan Cleveland Rand 
	 22-04-1943 — 27-04-1959

36	 Hon. Roy Lindsay Kellock 
	 03-10-1944 — 15-01-1958

37	 Hon. James Wilfred Estey 
	 06-10-1944 — 22-01-1956

38	 Hon. Charles Holland Locke 
	 03-06-1947 — 16-09-1962

39	 Hon. John Robert Cartwright 
	 22-12-1949 — 01-09-1967*

40	 Hon. Joseph Honoré Gérald Fauteux 
	 22-12-1949 — 23-03-1970*

41	 Hon. Douglas Charles Abbott 
	 01-07-1954 — 23-12-1973

42	 Hon. Henry Grattan Nolan 
	 01-03-1956 — 08-07-1957

43	 Hon. Ronald Martland 
	 15-01-1958 — 10-02-1982

44	 Hon. Wilfred Judson 
	 05-02-1958 — 20-07-1977

45	 Hon. Roland Almon Ritchie 
	 05-05-1959 — 31-10-1984

46	 Hon. Emmett Matthew Hall 
	 23-11-1962 — 01-03-1973

47	 Hon. Wishart Flett Spence 
	 30-05-1963 — 29-12-1978

48	 Hon. Louis-Philippe Pigeon 
	 21-09-1967 — 08-02-1980
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49	 Hon. Bora Laskin 
	 19-03-1970 — 27-12-1973*

50 	 Hon. Robert George Brian Dickson 
	 26-03-1973 — 18-04-1984*

51 	 Hon. Jean Beetz 
	 01-01-1974 — 10-11-1988

52 	 Hon. Louis-Philippe de Grandpré 
	 01-01-1974 — 01-10-1977

53 	 Hon. Willard Zebedee Estey 
	 29-09-1977 — 22-04-1988

54 	 Hon. Yves Pratte 
	 01-10-1977 — 30-06-1979

55 	 Hon. William Rogers McIntyre 
	 01-01-1979 — 15-02-1989

56 	 Hon. Julien Chouinard 
	 24-09-1979 — 06-02-1987

57 	 Hon. Antonio Lamer 
	 28-03-1980 — 01-07-1990*

58 	 Hon. Bertha Wilson 
	 04-03-1982 — 04-01-1991

59 	 Hon. Gerald Eric Le Dain 
	 29-05-1984 — 30-11-1988

60 	 Hon. Gérard V. La Forest 
	 16-01-1985 — 30-09-1997

61 	 Hon. Claire L’Heureux-Dubé 
	 15-04-1987 — 01-07-2002

62 	 Hon. John Sopinka 
	 24-05-1988 — 24-11-1997

63 	 Hon. Charles Doherty Gonthier 
	 01-02-1989 — 01-08-2003

64 	 Hon. Peter deCarteret Cory 
	 01-02-1989 — 01-06-1999

65 	 Hon. Beverley McLachlin 
	 30-03-1989 — 07-01-2000*

66	 Hon. William Stevenson 
	 17-09-1990 — 05-06-1992

67	 Hon. Frank Iacobucci 
	 07-01-1991 — 30-06-2004

68 	 Hon. John C. Major 
	 13-11-1992 — 25-12-2005

69 	 Hon. Michel Bastarache 
	 30-09-1997 — 30-06-2008

70 	 Hon. William Ian Corneil Binnie 
	 08-01-1998

71 	 Hon. Louise Arbour 
	 15-09-1999 — 30-06-2004

72 	 Hon. Louis LeBel 
	 07-01-2000

73 	 Hon. Marie Deschamps 
	 07-08-2002

74 	 Hon. Morris J. Fish 
	 05-08-2003

75 	 Hon. Rosalie Silberman Abella 
	 30-08-2004

76 	 Hon. Louise Charron 
	 30-08-2004

77 	 Hon. Marshall Rothstein 
	 01-03-2006

78 	 Hon. Thomas Albert Cromwell 
	 22-12-2008

* Date of appointment as Chief Justice



supreme court of canada supreme court of canadasupreme court of canada 23

A nswering directly to the Chief Justice, the 
Registrar is responsible for all administrative 
work in the Court and exercises the quasi-

judicial powers conferred by the Rules of the Court. 
This responsibility includes the appointment and 
supervision of Court staff, the management of the 
Library and the Registry, and the publication of the 
Canada Supreme Court Reports. The Registrar and  
the Deputy Registrar are appointed by the Governor 
in Council. The Supreme Court’s staff comprises close 
to 200 employees, all of them members of the federal 
public service.

Each judge of the Court has three law clerks, usually 
recent law school graduates, who provide him or her with 
research assistance. Their one-year term is regarded as 
meeting in whole or in part the articling requirements 
set by the various provincial law societies as a condition  
for admission to the practice of law. A judicial assistant 
and a court attendant for each judge ensure the efficient 
management of his or her office. An Executive Legal 
Officer, whose responsibilities include media relations, 
and a Legal Officer are attached to the office of the  
Chief Justice.

Legal and case management support functions are 
provided by the Court Operations Sector. This sector 
includes the Registry Branch, which is responsible for 
case management and hearings, and the Law Branch, 
which is responsible for legal support to the Court,  
for editing and preparing summaries of reasons for 
judgment, and for the translation and publication of 
Court judgments. The sector also manages the Court’s 

public outreach tour programs, and is responsible for 
the Registrar’s correspondence and the Supreme Court’s 
website.

Administrative and operational support to the judges 
and Court staff is provided by the Corporate Services 
Sector, which is responsible for security, accommodation, 
financial management, procurement, human resources 
management, administration, telecommunications and 
strategic planning. The Executive Services Branch is 
responsible for management support for the judges’ 
chambers, including the Chief Justice’s Chambers, as 
well as for the judges’ dining room, the Law Clerk Program 
and visits by dignitaries.

Information management in support of the judicial 
functions of the Court is provided by the Library and 
Information Services Sector.

The Registry
The Registry plays a pivotal role in the functioning of the 
Court. It is the hub of all procedural and documentary 
activities at the Court. The Registry processes, records 
and directs the flow of all documents filed by the parties, 
and records all events which take place during the life  
of a case. This information is available to the public at 
the Court and on its website. The Registry also provides 
assistance in scheduling the Court’s hearings and support 
during the sittings, and finalizes the documentation for 
cases after judgments have been rendered.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURT
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The Supreme Court  
Reports
The Court’s decisions are published simultaneously in 
English and French in its official reports, the Canada 
Supreme Court Reports. All written and oral judgments 
and reasons for judgment are printed in their entirety 
along with a summary (called a headnote) of the reasons. 
The first reported case, published in 1877, was for  
an appeal heard in 1876 from the Supreme Court of 
Judicature of Prince Edward Island. Originally numbered 
in series from 1 to 64, the Reports have been identified 
since 1923 by their year of publication. In 1975, the 
printed reports went from one to two volumes a year, and 
since 1990, three or four volumes have been published 
annually, each consisting of four to six parts issued 
periodically and containing indexes and a table of 
cases cited. Judgments are made available in electronic 
form the day of their release through links at  
www.scc-csc.gc.ca.

The Library
With approximately 300,000 volumes, the Library  
of the Supreme Court of Canada provides the research 
base for the Court in its role of deciding questions of 
public importance. The Library’s extensive collection 
comprises statutes, law reports, periodicals and treatises 
from major common and civil law jurisdictions, including 
Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, France and Belgium. Its print, microform 
and electronic holdings are supplemented by access to  
a vast range of electronic networks and databases. Its 
collection is also enriched by a valuable collection of 
rare books printed in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries 
that pertain to the common law of England and the civil 
law of France. In addition to serving the Supreme Court 
itself, the Library provides services to lawyers appearing 
before the Court, to the Federal Court of Appeal and 
the Federal Court, to members of the Bar, faculty and 
students-at-law, and by special permission, to legal 
researchers.
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The Registrars of the Supreme 
Court of Canada

Robert Cassels, Q.C.
1875-1898

E. R. Cameron, K.C.
1898-1930

J. F. Smellie, K.C.
1930-1940

Paul Leduc, K.C.
1940-1958

Alan Burnside-Harvey, Q.C.
1958

Kenneth J. Matheson, Q.C.
1958-1972

François Des Rivières, Q.C.
1972-1976

Gérard Bertrand, Q.C.
1976-1979

Bernard C. Hofley, Q.C.
1979-1985

Guy Y. Goulard, Q.C.
1985-1990

Anne Roland
1990-2008

Roger Bilodeau
2009
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THE COURT BUILDING

T he Supreme Court building was designed by 
Ernest Cormier, the Montreal architect who 
also designed the Quebec Court of Appeal 

building in Montreal, the Government Printing Bureau 
in Gatineau and the University of Montreal. Situated 
just west of the Parliament Buildings on a bluff high 
above the Ottawa River, and set back from a busy 
Wellington Street by an expanse of lawn, the building 
provides a dignified setting worthy of the country’s 
highest tribunal.

A statue of former Prime Minister Louis S. St-Laurent 
(1949-57), erected in 1976, stands on the lawn in front 
of the building. It is the work of Vancouver sculptor 
Erek Imredy. There are two flagstaffs at the front of the 
building. The one to the west is hoisted daily. The other 
flag flies only when the Court is sitting.

Two tall statues have been erected on the steps of the 
building, Truth, on the west, and Justice, to the east. 
They were made by the Toronto artist, Walter S. Allward, 
creator and architect of the Canadian War Memorial at 
Vimy Ridge in France. At the rear, there are a fountain 
and a terrace overlooking the Ottawa River.

At the entrance to the building are two candelabrum-style 
fluted metal lamp standards. Two bronze doors give 
access to an impressive grand entrance hall, measuring 
32 by 17 metres, and 12 metres in height. The walls are 
rubané marble and the floor rubané and Montanello 
marble. Four Verdello marble columns along the end 
walls support a deep coffered ceiling.

In the Gallery, off the Grand Entrance Hall, is a bust of 
Sir Lyman Poore Duff, Chief Justice from 1933 to 1944 
and the Court’s longest serving member, having been 
appointed to the Court in 1906. The busts of Chief 
Justices Cartwright, Laskin, Dickson and Lamer, by the 
sculptor Kenneth Jarvis, Q.C., can also be found there 
together with photographs of all the judges of the 
Supreme Court since its establishment.

At each end of the Grand Entrance Hall is a courtroom 
used by the Federal Court of Appeal and the Federal 
Court. The walls of these two courtrooms are panelled 
with Australian Blackwood, punctuated with zebrawood 
pilasters trimmed with Honduras mahogany. Corridors, 
with Missisquoi marble floors and walls, encircle  
the building on the ground floor and on the first and 
second floors.
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The Main Courtroom, reserved for the use of the 
Supreme Court, occupies the centre of the building  
on the first floor.

Public access to the Main Courtroom is by a flight of 
stairs on either side leading up from the entrance hall.  
At the foot of these stairs is a reproduction in bronze  
of the original Supreme Court Building, a gift from the 
Canadian Bar Association for the Court’s centennial 
year in 1975. It is the work of Canadian artist Arthur 
Price. Verdello marble was used for the staircase and 
golden Morocco marble for the ramps. The silver bowl  
is the “Rosewater Bowl” donated in 1982 as a memento by 
the Canadian Bar Association, which had received it in 
1930 from the four Inns of Court and the Law Society  
in England. To the left of the staircase are ceremonial 
robes, donated by Chief Justice Dickson.

The Main Courtroom, measuring 12 by 16 metres, has 
black walnut walls between fluted pilasters. Six windows, 
each seven metres in height, open to interior, naturally 
lighted courtyards which provide it with protection 
from outside noises. The courtroom is equipped with 
simultaneous interpretation equipment and a video-
conference system. This system may be used by litigants 
to argue their cases from remote locations.

The groundwork for electronic hearings was laid  
in the summer of 2007 with the installation of new 
computerized audio-visual equipment, an accessible 
lectern and wireless internet connections for counsel. 
Display monitors for counsel and the media have been 
added, and the judges now have access to laptop computers 
that are embedded in the bench desktop. The new lectern 
can be raised and lowered to accommodate counsel of 
different heights and those in wheelchairs. In addition, 
new cameras have been installed along with an improved 
lighting system.

The Court Registry and the chambers of the Registrar 
and Deputy Registrar are located on this floor. The Judges’ 
Conference Room is directly behind the courtroom. 
On the third floor, directly above the entrance hall, is  
the Library’s main reading room.
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A visit to the Supreme Court of Canada gives one 
the opportunity to become better acquainted 
with Canada’s highest court. Tour guides, who 

are all law students, will familiarize visitors with the 
operation of the Canadian judicial system and will 
explain how legal issues of public importance are dealt 
with by the Supreme Court of Canada. When the  
Court is in session, it is possible to sit in on the hearing  
of an appeal.

From September 1 to April 30, the Supreme Court of 
Canada building is open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. Guided tours are available 
by pre-arrangement only. The Building is closed on 
Saturdays, Sundays and on statutory holidays.

From May 1 to August 31, the Supreme Court of 
Canada building is open to the public from 9:00 a.m.  
to 5:00 p.m. daily, including weekends and holidays,  
and guided tours are conducted on a continuing basis.

Reservations for guided tours should be made  
in advance via the online reservation request form 
located on the Supreme Court of Canada website at 
www.scc-csc.gc.ca, or contact us by:

• 	 Phone: 613-995-5361 or 1-866-360-1522

• 	 Fax: 613-941-5817, or

• 	 E-mail: tour-visite@scc-csc.gc.ca

VISITS TO THE COURT


